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Abstract: Boko Haram different ways of attacking the people of Nigeria has 
shown the country as a sleeping giant in Africa, a country regarded as the 
colossus of Africa due to the role the country has played in different peace 
keeping activities in the region. Boko Haram insurgency is estimated to have 
killed thousands of people and abducted thousands of people as well. 
Millions of people have been displaced in the north-eastern Nigeria, while 
hundreds of thousands of Nigerians are refugees across the Lake Chad 
region. Several infrastructures and private properties have been destroyed.  
Questionnaire method was used to collect data for the study and the result 
was analyzed using frequency count, percentages, mean and standard 
deviation. The study reveals that, Boko Haram insurgency in the north 
eastern region has led to an increase in the number of Internally Displaced 
Persons and the camp was poorly managed as well and deaths that have 
occurred at this camp ware as a result of lack of adequate relief items and 
facilities. The study therefore recommends that, Government should ensure 
that when relief materials are sent to IDPs, those materials should not be 
diverted for other use. 
Key words: Terrorism, Internally Displaced Person, Management, Boko 
Haram 
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Introduction 
In recent years, terrorism has become 
one of the most dangerous threats to 
world order. It is so pervasive that no 
country on earth can claim immunity 
from its violent acts of bombing, 
shooting, armed robbery, kidnapping, 
hostage-taking and, most importantly, 
internal displacement. Terrorism is 
globally becoming a household word 
as there is no nation that is completely 
absolved from its effect (Alao, Atere, 
&Alao, 2012). It has become a 
frightening phenomenon and a 
concern for many governments and 
citizens around the world which 
draws attention to the vulnerability of 
modern societies. Terrorism in the 
world at large has risen to a sublime 
and the global community in a bid to 
stave-off this act which has 
constituted a threat to global peace 
and stability unanimously agreed to 
counter terrorism in all its forms and 
to also bring its perpetrators to justice. 
Nwolise, in his work, opined that 
“Nobody is safe and that terrorists can 
attack anytime, targeting children, 
women, travelers and installations” 
(Nwolise, 2015). 
The trend of terrorism in Nigeria as 
exemplified by the nefarious activities 
of the dreaded sect popularly known 
as Boko Haram has become a major 
concern to the Nigeria government in 
particular and the international 
communities in general. Terrorism is 
an insidious act common and 
conducted daily over decades and has 
been responsible for insecurity in 
Nigeria (Udama, 2013). Nigerian 
society is engulfed by terrible acts of 
terrorism. Terrorism has suddenly 
become a serious challenge Nigeria 
has been grappling with. Terrorism, 
whether domestic or transnational has 
a devastating effects. For instance, 
Oriakhi & Osemwengie, (2012) 
observed that attacks from Boko 
Haram terrorist group in Nigeria has 
led to loss of many lives, destruction 
of properties worth billions of Naira, 
severe damaged to infrastructure, loss 
of investment and income to mention 
but a few. 
Boko Haram took up arms against 
Nigeria’s government in 2002, with 
the aim of establishing an independent 
Islamic state. Boko Haram is 
predominant in the North Eastern part 
of Nigeria in states like Borno, Yobe 
and Adamawa. It initially targeted 
government and religious facilities in 
the north-eastern states, but it has 
since expanded its activities to other 
areas, carrying out increasingly 
frequent and sophisticated attacks 
against the civilian population. 
It has become the most dangerous 
insurgent group that Nigerians have 
witnessed. Its central philosophy is 
“Western education is forbidden”. It is 
known to have devastatingly attacked 
churches, mosques, schools, police 
stations and government, private and 
public owned facilities with a kind of 
guerrilla warfare tactics. Countless 
number of innocent Nigerians had 
also borne the brunt of the Boko 
haram acts of devastation. It has 
posed serious threat to national 
interest, peace and security, violation 
of fundamental human right in 
Nigeria, as well as internal 
displacement. 
The emergence of Boko Haram’s 
campaign of terror has undoubtedly 
marked years of upheaval, uncertainty 
and tragedy for many in Nigeria. 
Distinguished by a series of deadly 
acts of terror, Boko Haram has 
become the focus of national security 
concern. Apparently, the Nigerian 
Federal Government has embarked on 
an offensive strategy with a series of 
successful military strikes against, and 
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arrests and assassinations of, Boko 
Haram members that initially 
promised a quick victory. However, 
this strategy has run into problems: it 
has failed to contain or defeat Boko 
Haram; and a succession of bombings 
has put into doubt the effectiveness of 
the government’s actions (Oyewole, 
2013). 
Boko Haram is estimated to have 
killed over 20,000 people since 2009 
and abducted no fewer than 2,000 
people since 2011. More than 1.5 
million people have been displaced in 
the north-eastern Nigeria, while 
hundreds of thousands of Nigerians 
are refugees across the Lake Chad 
region. Several infrastructures and 
private properties have been 
destroyed. These crises have virtual 
brought the education system in the 
region to halt. As of 2013, Boko 
Haram is estimated to have destroyed 
more than 200 schools in Yobe State, 
with damages that worth $15.6 
million (Oyewole, 2016). 
The group’s use of suicide attacks, 
bombings and raids have spread to 
most northern states and south 
towards Abuja, and its targets have 
become almost exclusively civilians. 
It has looted villages, killed and 
kidnapped residents, used forced 
conscription and abducted women and 
girls. The abduction of 276 teenage 
girls from Chibok in April 2014 has 
been the largest single incident so far, 
113 of those captured are still 
unaccounted for. The Chibok 
abductions emboldened the group to 
step up the tactic, both to instill terror 
and raise revenue from ransom 
demands. 
The government’s strategy to combat 
Boko Haram has been narrow and 
short-sighted from the outset. It 
launched a military crackdown in 
2003, pushing most of the group’s 
members into neighbouring countries, 
only to see them reorganize and re-
emerge stronger and better armed 
after a period of relative peace that 
ended in 2009. 
Despite successive efforts by the 
Nigerian military forces in the region, 
it is a commonplace fact that Boko 
Haram violence in the northeastern 
Nigeria and neighboring countries 
continues. 
The year 2009 was a watershed for 
Boko Haram, with violence erupting 
in July leading to the destruction of 
the headquarters of the sect by the 
Nigerian military. The sect leader and 
founder, Muhammed Yusuf was 
captured by the soldiers, handed over 
to the state police officers, but extra-
judicially killed in police captivity. 
The  activities  of  Boko  Haram  sect  
took new  dimension  after  the  death  
of Mohammed  Yusuf. His  death  
marked  the  beginning  of  the  worst  
era of  terrorism  ever  to  be  recorded  
in  Nigerian  history  (Classified  
Cable,  US  Embassy  Abuja1999). 
More than 15,000 civilians have been 
reported dead due to Boko Haram 
attacks and more than 12,000 people 
have been reported killed in clashes 
between Boko Haram and security 
forces since the insurgency began in 
2009. More than 1,000 were killed in 
2016 (CFR June 2016).  
However, the number of internally 
displaced people is on the increase as 
a result of Boko Haram insurgency in 
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the North-eastern Nigeria. Nigeria has 
3.3 million Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs), the largest in Sub-
Saharan Africa and the third largest 
globally. Of the total figure of IDPs, 
the assessment indicates that 13.33 
per cent were displaced due to 
communal clashes, 0.99 per cent by 
natural disasters and 85.68 per cent as 
a result of insurgency attacks by the 
sect. (IOM, 2016). 
According to IOM (2016) there are 
2,241, 484 internally displaced people 
(IDPs) in Nigeria as of February, 
2016. According to the report, this 
figure is particularly based on an 
assessment conducted from 
November to December 2015 by the 
International Organization for 
Migration‘s (IOM) Displacement 
Tracking Matrix (DTM) team in 207 
Local Government Areas (LGA) 
covering 13 States of Northern 
Nigeria. In fact, as IDPs are returning 
to their habitual residences, others are 
still being displaced, thereby making 
it difficult to accurately have reliable 
statistics of IDPs in Nigeria. Since 
2011, the population of the north-east 
of Nigeria States has been affected by 
the continuous clash between Boko 
Haram and governmental forces 
(UNICEF, 2014).  
As highlighted in the IOM report, the 
vast majority of IDPs identified in 
Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, 
Taraba and Yobe have been displaced 
because of the insurgency (85.68%), a 
smaller number was forced to leave 
their place of origin because of 
community clashes (3.33%) or natural 
disaster (0.99%) (IOM, 2016). Most 
of the IDPs are living with families in 
host communities who are themselves 
poor, thus severely straining already 
scarce resources as well as 
aggravating poverty levels (including 
food and nutrition insecurity) of the 
affected/host communities (OCHA, 
2015). 
As of June, 2015, Boko Haram 
attacks had internally displaced nearly 
1.4 million people—more than one 
million of whom are displaced in 
Borno State—in northeastern Nigeria, 
according to IOM‘s Displacement 
Tracking Matrix (DTM). This 
represents a slight decrease from 
nearly 1.5 million IDPs in late April 
to approximately 1.4 million by late 
June, following the return of 120,000 
people to areas of origin in Adamawa 
(USAID, 2015). Based on USAID 
report, by May 2015, an estimated 
168,000 people, including returning 
migrants, had also fled to neighboring 
Cameroon, Chad, and Niger. 
Although the Nigerian military has 
claimed to have defeated Boko 
Haram, access to the northeast is 
highly constrained given the 
frequency of insurgent attacks. The 
National Population Commission 
estimates that 80% of IDPs in Nigeria 
are women. While 92.4% of IDPs live 
with host families, 7.6% live in 
camps.  
Despite the efforts made by the 
Nigerian government, it has been 
observed that IDPs have continued to 
face harsh condition especially in the 
IDP camps. Internally Displaced 
Persons, upon safe arrival at their new 
but temporary location, have basic 
needs such as reasonable shelter, 
food, potable water, healthcare, 
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education, security, clothing, and 
information, which must be met in 
order to stay alive and inhibit socio-
cultural and security consequences 
both on themselves and host 
communities alike. As the displaced 
persons have lost their source of 
livelihood, resources and savings to 
terrorism attacks, and suffer great 
hardship (Crisp 2012, p. 1), the 
government is responsible for 
providing them with these basic needs 
during their stay in camp and 
adopting/implementing policies and 
techniques on how to manage 
(Fitzpatrick 2002, p. 5; Plender 1994, 
p. 356).  
Today, it has been reported that armed 
groups unleash violent attacks on the 
IDPs, resulting in loss of innocent 
lives. According to FRN (2012) IDPs 
in Nigeria face insecurity and all 
forms of exploitation and abuse, 
including rape, camping in congested 
shelters, isolated as well as insecure 
or inhospitable areas. According to 
the assessment, Borno, Yobe, 
Adamawa and Taraba states, face 
food insecurity mainly due to loss of 
incomes and livelihood caused by the 
insurgency and displacement (OCHA, 
2014). 
Within the web of contesting 
vulnerability today, internally 
displaced person‘s challenges are 
more worrying and precarious (Ekpa 
& Dahlan, 2015). While some efforts 
are made by humanitarian and faith-
based organisations and government 
agencies to address some of the basic 
needs of IDPs, their vulnerability tend 
to be increased by barriers to 
accessing healthcare services, 
education, employment, economic 
activities and information for 
participation in decision making 
affecting their lives (Federal Republic 
of Nigeria, 2012).  
Furthermore, IDPs in Nigeria also 
face lack of access to justice, whether 
in relation to cases of human rights 
violations such as discrimination 
against ethnic and religious 
minorities, sexual violence, and 
deprivation of means of livelihood 
(FRN, 2012). Rehabilitation, 
resettlement and reintegration of IDPs 
in Nigeria have continued to pose a 
colossal challenge to the government 
due to unabated terrorist attacks in the 
country, particularly in the north-east.  
This paper, therefore, aimed at 
investigating terrorism in the light of 
Boko Haram and the management of 
Internally Displaced Persons in 
Nigeria. The objective of the study is 
to: 
1. Identify the impact of terrorism 
on Internally Displaced Persons 
in Nigeria. 
2. Assess how Gwoza/Bama 
Internally Displaced Person site 
is being managed. 
3. Examine the condition of the 
Gwoza/Bama camp. 
4. Identify some of the roles played 
by different stakeholders in the 
camp. 
 
Statement of the Problem 
Gwoza/Bama camp was located in 
Abuja, the federal capital territory of 
Nigeria. It is majorly dominated by 
people from Adamawa, Bornu and 
Yobe state. The camp is currently 
hosting about 5,000 survivors, 30% of 
whom are young children (many 
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orphan by Boko Haram). It was 
observed that the camp is desperately 
in need of food, accommodation for 
survivors and good medical 
assistance. They are only able to 
educate the children up to primary 
school level and older student cannot 
further their education due to limited 
resources.  
Despite the fact that government has 
made efforts to ameliorate the 
challenges of IDPs by providing IDPs 
camps, the IDPs are still facing severe 
socio-economic, health and 
environmental challenges, such as 
joblessness, insecurity, lack of foods 
and good drinking water, 
overcrowding and poor sanitation in 
their camps across the states of 
Northeast. 
This situation has in some occasions 
forced the IDPs to even flee the 
camps for their safety, an action that 
worsens their predicaments. The IDPs 
who fled to neighbouring 
communities are forced to begin life 
afresh in their host communities 
where they are abandoned to their 
fates. In their new communities, the 
IDPs are regarded as strangers and of 
course treated as nobodies by their 
respective host communities. They are 
also denied their socio-economic 
rights and subject to socio-economic 
and political control in their host 
communities. The situation becomes 
more worrisome when weighed 
against the backdrop of the fact that 
those displaced persons are 
predominantly the youth and 
vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and aged.  
Equally worrisome is the undue 
pressures which the displaced persons 
have brought to bear on the few 
existing social infrastructures in their 
host communities. The pressures 
further compound and complicate the 
already existing bad states of the 
infrastructures and the standard of 
livings of the host communities. The 
situation constitutes serious sources of 
worries to both the governments, 
humanitarian organizations, 
academics and other critical 
stakeholders in Nigeria. Despite the 
obvious academic questions raised by 
this conditions of IDPs and the need 
to address the puzzle and harness, this 
study sets to investigate the 
challenges facing the Boko Haram 
terrorist-induced internally displaced 
persons in Northeastern Nigeria and 
to evaluate the efforts made by the 
government to bring succour to their 
plights. This study, therefore, is 
provoked by the need for an effective 
policy framework to address the 
challenges of IDPs in the Northeast.  
Research Questions  
The following research question was 
answered: 
1. What are the impacts of 
terrorism on Internally 
Displaced Persons in Nigeria? 
2.  In which ways are the 
Gwoza/Bama Internally 
Displaced Person site is 
managed? 
3. What are the conditions of the 
Gwoza/Bama camp? 
4. What are the roles played by 
different stakeholders in the 
camp? 
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Methodology 
This research adopts the survey 
research design of the ex-post facto 
type. The populations of this study are 
the Internally Displaced Persons 
including both male and female. The 
sample for the study comprises of five 
hundred (500) respondents. 
Gwoza/Bama IDP camp was 
purposively selected. Questionnaire 
method was adopted to have a 
comprehensive information on 
terrorism and the management of 
Internally Displaced Persons in 
Nigeria. Frequency count, 
percentages, mean and standard 
deviation will be used to analyse the 
bio data of the respondents as well as 
the data collected from the field. 
 
Result 
Research Question One: What are 
the impacts of terrorism on 
Internally Displaced Persons in 
Nigeria?
 
Table 1 impacts of terrorism on Internally Displaced Persons in Nigeria 
 Strongly 
agree 
Agree Disagree Strongly 
disagree 
Boko Haram insurgency in the 
north eastern region has led to 
an increase in the number of 
Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs) 
112(30%) 144(38.6%) 49(13.1%) 68(18.2%) 
Boko haram attacks were the 
main reason that forced most of 
us in this IDPs camp to become 
internally displaced 
121(32.4%) 136(36.5%) 61(16.4%) 55(14.7%) 
I and majority of the people here 
have lost some of our family 
members and properties to the 
Boko Haram violence. 
116(31.1%) 113(30.3%) 71(19%) 73(19.6%) 
Most of us in this IDPs camp 
were displaced as a result of 
Boko Haram violence. 
146(39.1%) 124(33.2%) 73(19.6%) 30(8%) 
Protection from Boko Haram 
attacks could have been done to 
support us so that we would not 
have been displaced. 
108(29%) 108(29%) 145(38.9%) 12(3.2%) 
 
The result from the table shows that 
terrorism has significant impacts on 
internally displaced persons in 
Nigeria. It was revealed that 30% of 
the respondents strongly agreed, 
38.6% agreed, 13.1% disagreed, 
18.2% strongly disagreed that Boko 
Haram insurgency in the north eastern 
region has a great impact on increase 
in the number of Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs). 32.4% strongly 
agreed, 36.5% agreed, 16.4% 
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disagreed, and 14.7% strongly 
disagreed that Boko haram attacks 
were the main reason that forced most 
of the IDPs in this camp to become 
internally displaced. In addition, 
31.1% strongly agreed, 30.3% agreed, 
19% disagreed, and 19.6% strongly 
disagreed that majority of the people 
at the IDP site have lost some of their 
family members and properties to the 
Boko Haram violence. Moreso, 39.1% 
strongly agreed, 33.2% agreed, 19.6% 
disagreed and 8% strongly disagreed 
that most of people in this IDPs camp 
were displaced as a result of Boko 
Haram violence. In addition, 29% 
strongly agreed, 29% agreed, 38.9% 
disagreed and 3.2% strongly 
disagreed that the protection from 
Boko Haram attacks could have been 
done to support them so that they 
would not have been displaced. The 
result indicates that terrorism has 
great impact on the displaced persons 
in Nigeria.  
 
Research Question Two: In which 
ways are the Gwoza/Bama 
Internally Displaced Person 
site/camp managed? 
 
Table 2 Management of Gwoza/Bama Internally Displaced Person site/camp  
 Strongly 
agree 
Agree Disagree Strongly 
disagree 
Government collected data on 
the number and conditions of 
internally displaced persons in 
this camp 
119(31.9%) 98(26.3%) 134(35.9%) 22(5.9%) 
There is effective coordination 
and management of internally 
displaced persons by the 
government and its agencies in 
this camp 
84(22.5%) 128(34.3%) 109(29.2%) 52(13.9%) 
IDPs feel physically secure 
and comfortable within this 
location 
93(24.9%) 124(33.2%) 87(23.3%) 69(18.5%) 
I feel that IDPs concerns here 
are taken seriously by the 
Nigerian government 
104(27.9%) 174(46.6%) 88(23.6%) 7(1.9%) 
The government puts in place 
measures to protect properties 
we left behind as IDPs 
132(35.4%) 91(24.4%) 72(19.3%) 78(20.9%) 
 
Larger percent of the respondents 
31.9% strongly agreed, 26.3% agreed, 
majority 35.9% disagreed and 5.9% 
strongly disagreed that Government 
collected data on the number and 
conditions of internally displaced 
persons in this camp. Also, 22.5% 
strongly agreed, 34.3% agreed, 29.2% 
disagreed and 13.9% strongly 
disagreed on the notion that there is 
effective coordination and 
management of internally displaced 
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persons by the government and its 
agencies in this camp. Furthermore, 
24.9% strongly agreed, 33.2% agreed, 
23.3% disagreed, 18.5% strongly 
disagreed that IDPs feel physically 
secure and comfortable within this 
location. Furthermore, 27.9% strongly 
agreed, majority 46.6% agreed, 23.6% 
disagreed and 1.9% strongly 
disagreed that IDPs concerns here are 
taken seriously by the Nigerian 
government. Also, 35.4% strongly 
agreed, 24.4% agreed, 19.3% 
disagreed and 20.9% strongly 
disagreed that the government puts in 
place measures to protect properties 
they left behind as IDPs. The result 
indicates that Gwoza/Bama site/camp 
for Internally Displaced Persons is 
well managed. 
 
Research Question Three: What 
are the conditions of the 
Gwoza/Bama camp? 
 
 
Table 3 The conditions of the Gwoza/Bama camp 
 Strongly 
agree 
Agree Disagree Strongly 
disagree 
There is regular supply and 
distribution of food and non-food 
items. 
94(25.2%) 68(18.2%) 114(30.6%) 97(26%) 
There is availability of and access 
to electricity and drinkable water 
here in the camp. 
82(22%) 98(26.3%) 95(25.5%) 98(26.3%) 
Good healthcare, sanitation and 
toilet facilities are available. 
21(5.6%) 131(35.1%) 118(31.6%) 103(27.6%) 
The bad hygiene and practices 
and lack of sanitation made IDPs 
vulnerable to cholera and other 
diseases. 
73(19.6%) 111(29.8%) 108(29%) 81(21.7%) 
Several deaths that have occurred 
at this camp ware as a result of 
lack of adequate relief items and 
facilities. 
120(32.2%) 177(47.5%) 58(15.5%) 18(4.8%) 
 
The result from the table reveals the 
conditions of the Gwoza/Bama camp. 
It was revealed that 25.2% strongly 
agreed, 18.2% agreed, 30.6% 
disagreed, 265% strongly disagreed 
that there is regular supply and 
distribution of food and non-food 
items. More so, 22% strongly agreed, 
26.3% agreed, 25.5% disagreed, 
26.3% strongly disagreed that there is 
availability of and access to electricity 
and drinkable water here in the camp. 
In addition, 5.5% strongly agreed, 
35.1% agreed, 31.6% disagreed, 
27.6% strongly disagreed that Good 
healthcare, sanitation and toilet 
facilities are available. Apparently, 
19.6% strongly agreed, 29.8% agreed, 
29% disagreed, 27.6% strongly 
disagreed on the bad hygiene and 
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practices and lack of sanitation made 
IDPs vulnerable to cholera and other 
diseases. 32.2% of the respondents 
strongly agreed, majority 47.5% 
agreed, 15.5% disagreed and 4.8% 
strongly disagreed that several deaths 
that have occurred at this camp ware 
as a result of lack of adequate relief 
items and facilities. The result 
demonstrates that the condition of the 
Gwoza/Bama camp is critical. 
 
Research Question Four: What are 
the roles played by different 
stakeholders in the camp? 
 
 
Table 4 Roles played by different stakeholders in the camp 
 Strongly 
agree 
Agree Disagree Strongly 
disagree 
We depend solely on relief 
items (food and non-food 
items) donated by the 
government 
47(12.6%) 126(33.8%) 60(16.1%) 140(37.5%) 
We depend solely on relief 
items (food and non-food 
items) donated by Non-
Governmental 
Organisations (NGOs) and 
philanthropies. 
84(22.5%) 150(40.2%) 86(23.1%) 53(14.2%) 
The host community is 
hospitable and have 
provided material and 
financial assistance. 
106(28.4%) 158(42.4%) 82(22%) 27(7.2%) 
The internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) in this IDPs 
camp are well treated by 
the IDPs management 
agencies. 
97(26%) 139(37.3%) 58(15.5%) 79(21.2%) 
I have received enough 
assistance (food and non-
food items) since I settled 
in this area. 
20(5.4%) 42(11.3%) 105(28.2%) 206(55.2%) 
 
Table 4 reveals that different 
stakeholders play important roles in 
the camp. Based on the figures in the 
table, 12.6% of the respondents 
strongly agreed, 33.8% agreed, 16.1% 
disagreed, 37.5% strongly disagreed 
that the camp depend solely on relief 
item (food and non-food items) 
donated by the government. It was 
further shown that 22.5% strongly 
agreed, larger proportion 40.2% 
agreed, 23.1% disagreed and 14.2% 
strongly disagreed that the IDPs 
depend solely on relief items (food 
and non-food items) donated by Non-
Governmental Organisations (NGOs) 
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and philanthropies. More so, 28.4% 
strongly agreed, majority 42.4% 
agreed, 22% disagreed and 7.2% 
disagreed that the host community is 
hospitable and have provided material 
and financial assistance.  26% 
strongly agreed, 37.3% agreed, 15.5% 
disagreed, 21.2% strongly disagreed 
that the internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) in this IDPs camp are well 
treated by the IDPs management 
agencies. Finally, 5.4% of the 
respondents strongly agreed, 11.3% 
agreed, 28.2% disagreed and majority 
55.2% strongly disagreed that are 
receiving enough assistance (food and 
non-food items) since they settled in 
this area. The result implies that 
stakeholders play major role in the 
camp. 
 
Discussion of Findings 
What are the impacts of terrorism on 
Internally Displaced Persons in 
Nigeria? The result from the findings 
shows that terrorism has significant 
impacts on internally displaced 
persons in Nigeria. It was revealed 
that 30% of the respondents strongly 
agreed, 38.6% agreed, 13.1% 
disagreed, 18.2% strongly disagreed 
that Boko Haram insurgency in the 
north eastern region has a great 
impact on increase in the number of 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). 
32.4% strongly agreed, 36.5% agreed, 
16.4% disagreed, and 14.7% strongly 
disagreed that Boko haram attacks 
were the main reason that forced most 
of the IDPs in this camp to become 
internally displaced. In addition, 
31.1% strongly agreed, 30.3% agreed, 
19% disagreed, and 19.6% strongly 
disagreed that majority of the people 
at the IDP site have lost some of their 
family members and properties to the 
Boko Haram violence. Moreso, 39.1% 
strongly agreed, 33.2% agreed, 19.6% 
disagreed and 8% strongly disagreed 
that most of people in this IDPs camp 
were displaced as a result of Boko 
Haram violence. In addition, 29% 
strongly agreed, 29% agreed, 38.9% 
disagreed and 3.2% strongly 
disagreed that the protection from 
Boko Haram attacks could have been 
done to support them so that they 
would not have been displaced. The 
result indicates that terrorism has 
great impact on the displaced persons 
in Nigeria.  This is supported by the 
view of Oyewole (2016) who opined 
that, Boko Haram is estimated to have 
killed over 20,000 people since 2009 
and abducted no fewer than 2,000 
people since 2011. More than 1.5 
million people have been displaced in 
the north-eastern Nigeria, while 
hundreds of thousands of Nigerians 
are refugees across the Lake Chad 
region. Several infrastructures and 
private properties have been 
destroyed. These crises have virtual 
brought the education system in the 
region to halt. As of 2013, Boko 
Haram is estimated to have destroyed 
more than 200 schools in Yobe State, 
with damages that worth $15.6 
million. 
 In which ways are the Gwoza/Bama 
Internally Displaced Person site/camp 
managed. It was revealed from the 
study that larger percent of the 
respondents 31.9% strongly agreed, 
26.3% agreed, majority 35.9% 
disagreed and 5.9% strongly 
disagreed that Government collected 
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data on the number and conditions of 
internally displaced persons in this 
camp. Also, 22.5% strongly agreed, 
34.3% agreed, 29.2% disagreed and 
13.9% strongly disagreed on the 
notion that there is effective 
coordination and management of 
internally displaced persons by the 
government and its agencies in this 
camp. Furthermore, 24.9% strongly 
agreed, 33.2% agreed, 23.3% 
disagreed, 18.5% strongly disagreed 
that IDPs feel physically secure and 
comfortable within this location. 
Furthermore, 27.9% strongly agreed, 
majority 46.6% agreed, 23.6% 
disagreed and 1.9% strongly 
disagreed that IDPs concerns here are 
taken seriously by the Nigerian 
government. Also, 35.4% strongly 
agreed, 24.4% agreed, 19.3% 
disagreed and 20.9% strongly 
disagreed that the government puts in 
place measures to protect properties 
they left behind as IDPs. The result 
indicates that Gwoza/Bama site/camp 
for Internally Displaced Persons is 
well managed. According to Federal 
Republic of Nigeria (2012), Internally 
Displaced Persons in Nigeria 
generally face lack of access to 
justice, whether in relation to cases of 
human rights violations such as 
discrimination against ethnic and 
religious minorities, sexual violence, 
and deprivation of means of 
livelihood. 
What are the conditions of the 
Gwoza/Bama camp? The result from 
the study reveals the conditions of the 
Gwoza/Bama camp. It was revealed 
that 25.2% strongly agreed, 18.2% 
agreed, 30.6% disagreed, 265% 
strongly disagreed that there is regular 
supply and distribution of food and 
non-food items. More so, 22% 
strongly agreed, 26.3% agreed, 25.5% 
disagreed, 26.3% strongly disagreed 
that there is availability of and access 
to electricity and drinkable water here 
in the camp. In addition, 5.5% 
strongly agreed, 35.1% agreed, 31.6% 
disagreed, 27.6% strongly disagreed 
that Good healthcare, sanitation and 
toilet facilities are available. 
Apparently, 19.6% strongly agreed, 
29.8% agreed, 29% disagreed, 27.6% 
strongly disagreed on the bad hygiene 
and practices and lack of sanitation 
made IDPs vulnerable to cholera and 
other diseases. 32.2% of the 
respondents strongly agreed, majority 
47.5% agreed, 15.5% disagreed and 
4.8% strongly disagreed that several 
deaths that have occurred at this camp 
ware as a result of lack of adequate 
relief items and facilities. The result 
demonstrates that the condition of the 
Gwoza/Bama camp is critical 
What are the roles played by different 
stakeholders in the camp? The study 
shows that different stakeholders play 
important roles in the camp. Based on 
the figures in the table, 12.6% of the 
respondents strongly agreed, 33.8% 
agreed, 16.1% disagreed, 37.5% 
strongly disagreed that the camp 
depend solely on relief item (food and 
non-food items) donated by the 
government. It was further shown that 
22.5% strongly agreed, larger 
proportion 40.2% agreed, 23.1% 
disagreed and 14.2% strongly 
disagreed that the IDPs depend solely 
on relief items (food and non-food 
items) donated by Non-Governmental 
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Organisations (NGOs) and 
philanthropies. More so, 28.4% 
strongly agreed, majority 42.4% 
agreed, 22% disagreed and 7.2% 
disagreed that the host community is 
hospitable and have provided material 
and financial assistance.  26% 
strongly agreed, 37.3% agreed, 15.5% 
disagreed, 21.2% strongly disagreed 
that the internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) in this IDPs camp are well 
treated by the IDPs management 
agencies. Finally, 5.4% of the 
respondents strongly agreed, 11.3% 
agreed, 28.2% disagreed and majority 
55.2% strongly disagreed that are 
receiving enough assistance (food and 
non-food items) since they settled in 
this area. The result implies that 
stakeholders play major role in the 
camp. 
 
Conclusion 
Conflicts in Nigeria have often been 
resolved with such lackadaisical 
attitude that encourages a recurrence 
of such, for instance, recurring 
militant activities in the Niger Delta, 
incessant Boko Haram insurgency, the 
Fulani massacres in Taraba, Benue 
and Kogi States and the pro-Biafran 
upsurge of 2015/2016 go to show that 
the Post-Conflict reconstruction 
programmes employed after the 
Nigerian Civil war in 1969 were 
inadequate and faulty. The increasing 
number of displaced persons 
emphasizes the urgency required in 
curbing this issue from the roots, and 
getting a permanent solution to 
conflict-induced displacement in 
Nigeria, which is the largest 
contributor to displacement. Therefore 
the major stakeholders the 
government, INGOs/NGOs, FBOs 
and individuals need to collaborate. 
The plight of IDPs also has to be 
considered when addressing the 
displacement issue, as living 
conditions are often despicable. 
Moreover, the effect of displacement 
on the communities also has to be 
considered. Challenges facing IDPs 
like, the lack of jobs, trauma, religious 
segregation has to be addressed. Our 
findings reveal that displacement 
leads to overpopulation and in an 
environment that the displaced 
persons are resettled soonest whether 
by resettlement in their former 
homes/communities or helping them 
integrate into the community they are 
in at the moment.  
The study therefore recommends that: 
 The Nigerian government should 
eliminate terrorism which is the 
major menace causing 
displacement of people and 
threatening the livelihood of the 
people.  Boko  Haram  
insurgency  should  be  put  to  an  
end  without  delay.   
 Government should ensure that 
where relief materials are sent to 
IDPs, those materials should not 
be diverted for other use. 
 The protection of IDPs while in 
camp is also paramount. 
Adequate security mechanism 
should be put in place to relax 
the apprehensive minds of the 
displaced persons. 
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